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The Show must go on –  

Date announced for the National Shire Horse Show 2021 

The Shire Horse Society as the organisers of the world famous, National Shire Horse Show 

have announced the dates of next year’s Show. 

Staffordshire County Showground’s Bingley Hall will host their indoor event over three-days 

from Friday, 19th to Sunday 21st March 2021. 

Following the outbreak of COVID-19 and the Government banning mass gatherings their 

2020 Show was cancelled with less than four-days to the start of their event in March.  

The Society is keen to reassure their members, breeders, owners, exhibitors, traders and 

visitors from across the world that it’s business as usual and work on the 2021 Show is going 

ahead. 

“It was with great disappointment and sadness that the 2020 Show had to be cancelled. We 

are hoping to make the 2021 event bigger and better and a celebration of the breed ,” said 

Victoria Clayton, secretary of the Shire Horse Society. 

“We will look forward to welcoming back our loyal traders, exhibitors, members, supporters 

and followers.” 

As well as showing classes over three days, the event features trade stands, a museum 

exhibition, children’s farm, farriery demonstrations/competitions and the popular stable tours 

led by expert horsemen.   In addition children go free on Sunday 21st March with an 

accompanying fare paying adult. 

The annual event is believed to be one of the oldest, almost continuous, horse shows in the 

world, having been held for the first time at the Royal Agricultural Hall in Islington, London, in 

1878, when their charity was named the English Cart Horse Society. 

Ticket prices for the event will remain the same for 2021 and will be on sale later in the year 

via the Shire Horse Society’s website. 



The National Shire Horse Show generally attracts around 250 pedigree Shire horses from 

across Europe and gives visitors from around the world the opportunity to see these 

magnificent horses at close quarters. 

The Shire horse breed is still on the endangered breed list compiled by the Rare Breeds 

Survival Trust, with fewer than 300 pedigree Shire horse foals born in the UK every year. 

The annual show is the flagship event for the Shire Horse Society – the charity that works to 

protect and promote the breed. 

Tickets for adults are £10 in advance or £12 on the gate. Ticket prices for children aged five 

to 13 years are £8 in advance, or £10 on the gate. Family tickets (two adults and two 

children) are £32 in advance or £40 on the gate. Under-fives are free. Car parking is £2, 

payable on the day only. 

For more information and tickets please visit: www.shire-horse.org.uk/national-show. 

Ends 

Notes to editors: 

The Shire Horse Society, whose Patron is Her Majesty The Queen, runs the Save Our 

Shires appeal. 

Although experiencing resurgence in popularity, the breed is still at risk with fewer than 300 

new foals registered in the UK each year. 

Visit www.shire-horse.org.uk to find out how to support the appeal or contact the charity on 

01536 771611. 

The charity is based at The Old Dairy, Rockingham Castle, Market Harborough, 

Leicestershire, LE16 8TH. 
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