
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

BLOOD TESTING- NATIONAL SHIRE HORSE SHOW 2017 

 

Please see below for details on the Blood testing carried out at the National Show. 

Snelson Gatsby 

The National Champion Stallion was blood tested at the show, as is standard practice at the National 
Show.  The test on the Champion Stallion produced a negative result. 

 

Ruskington Quantum Lad 

Ruskington Quantum Lad was blood tested at the show and was carried out following both the Society 
Vet and the Judges noting that the horse appeared to be in sedated state whilst in its class.   

The results of the blood test showed a positive test for Acepromazine which is a prohibited substance 
and hydroxyethylpromazine sulphoxide which is a breakdown of the former.  The owner of the horse 
Mr Nigel Blakey, has admitted administering the sedative.  Mr Blakey’s case has been heard before 
the Disciplinary Committee on 9th May 2017.  The Committee concluded that Mr Blakey has broken 
rule 19 of our general conditions and show rules.  Therefore, Mr Blakey has been given a 12 month 
ban from showing and judging.  The ban applies to Mr Blakey and his horses; the ban takes effect from 
9th May 2017 and will expire on 8th May 2018.   

 

Bradworth Joshua 

The National Champion Gelding, Bradworth Joshua was blood tested at the show as one of the random 
tests that the Society undertakes at the National Show.   

Whilst the animal provided a negative sample for prohibited substances, the blood showed levels of 
a natural steroid which would usually be found in an entire male.  The testing laboratory confirmed 
that the bloods had a profile which would align with a horse having ‘residual testicular material’.   

After the initial test results, the Society Vet, Show Chairman and Secretary all agreed that the bloods 
should be further analysed for a definitive answer. 

The bloods were then tested at a specialist facility, a facility which is well known for its work and 
research into horses that have retained testicles.  Three further tests were carried out and all showed 
conclusive evidence that the horse had testicular material.  Therefore, the animal was not a fully 
castrated animal (gelding) at the time of the show in March. 

On receiving the results, the Society contacted the owner, Mr Paul Bedford and confirmed that the 
animal was disqualified from the show, losing both the senior gelding class title and the Champion 
Gelding title.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Society have had the cooperation of Mr Bedford and have been able to fully investigate the 
matter.  Philip Ryder-Davies, the Society Vet has spoken to the castrating vet.  The Society Vet confirms 
that the matter is now closed as far as the Society is concerned and is now a matter for the owner and 
his Vet.   

Victoria Clayton, SHS Secretary said ‘it is very disappointing that two issues arose at our National Show.  
I am saddened that one owner broke our rules, but it is must be made clear that the Society will not 
tolerate this practice or any other which can be seen as misconduct’.  She added, ‘the issue with the 
Champion gelding is very unfortunate and we have sincere sympathy for the owner and confirm that 
we have found no misconduct by Mr Bedford.  This case does, however, highlight the thoroughness 
of the blood testing procedure’.    

 

 


